
“Pain insists upon being attended to. God 

whispers to us in our pleasures, speaks 

in our consciences, but shouts in our 

pains. It is his megaphone to rouse a 

deaf world.”





This is a time                         

of

discernment opportunity



Eighteenth century British author Samuel 

Johnson called discernment “the supreme end 

of education,” before offering the best definition 

I know of discernment: “the power to tell the 

good from the bad, the genuine from the 

counterfeit, and to prefer the good and the 

genuine to the bad and the counterfeit.”



A brief history                         

of

discernment opportunity



We’ve been here before:

*Galen 165-180 measles, smallpox 5 million dead

*Justinian 541-542 Bubonic – infected fleas or contact 

with dead animal 25 million dead

*Black death 1346-1353 Bubonic 75-100 million 

people 20% reduction in world population - Eurasia

*Cholera – contaminated food/water over 1 million



We’ve been here before:                                 

*Spanish flu – Avian – 1918-1919  - .5 billion 

infected (1/3 world’s population) 50 million dead, 

675,000 U.S.

*Asian flu – Avian - 1956-1958 2 million dead

*Hong Kong flu – 1968-1969 -Variant 1 million dead

*HIV AIDS – Certain Body fluids - 32 million dead

*Swine, Ebola, Zika



Indisputably in Common:

Feeling vulnerable



Indisputably In Common Feeling Vulnerable:

Response to vulnerability:

-Fear  for my life, my family, my livelihood 

-Blaming someone, something 

-Doubt my assumptions 

-Uncertainty about my expectations for my time on 

this planet and anything beyond…

-Retreat to the comfort and security of my beliefs



What’s different

This time



Masks come off, and the slightly buried

Bursts through the surface



What’s next



The problem of Pain:



“Pain insists upon being attended to. 

God whispers to us in our pleasures, 

speaks in our consciences, but 

shouts in our pains. It is his 

megaphone to rouse a deaf world.” 

C.S. Lewis



The question of God:

Not a question of ‘If’, 

but of “who?”, or “what?”



The question of God:

“To have a God means to have something 

in which the heart trusts completely.”

Martin Luther



This is a time                         

of

discernment opportunity



discernment: “the power to tell the good 

from the bad, the genuine from the 

counterfeit, and to prefer the good and the 

genuine to the bad and the counterfeit.”



In other words, discernment involves both 

wisdom and will. The wisdom to evaluate truth 

claims, and the will to adjust our beliefs toward 

truth. Effective discernment takes precedent 

over wanting something to be so or not wanting 

it to be so.



Today’s truth claim:

Is it possible that…?



We know that the whole creation has been 

groaning as in the pains of childbirth right 

up to the present time.

Romans 8:22


